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News from the First United Methodist Church 

of South Bend, Indiana 

NEWS FROM THE FOOD PANTRY 
 

THANK YOU for all you do for the Food Pantry at FUMC! 
 

Last week we had a record high of clients who came to the Food Pantry hungry.  We had 
155 people come for food.  In addition, we had a record high number of new clientele - 43% 
new clients. 
 

On June 27th, the Northern Indiana Food Bank informed us that our government            
commodities were being cut approximately 50%.  These are the staples of our pantry -    
peanut butter, vegetables, cereal, and fruits.  We have put our heads together and are getting 
more and more creative in both our shopping and our fund raising.  This year we have seen a 
tremendous increase in both the number of clients using the pantry, as well as the cost of 
keeping it running. 
 

Last year we spent $12,000 for the products in the Food Pantry, and so far this year we have 
spent approximately $9,100.  We are writing to local foundations for funding, planning a 
fundraiser (details to follow), and planning to “Stuff a truck” at Kroger's on Ireland Road on 
a Saturday in August. 
 

How can you help??  Always by donating money, but also by providing staples that are     
being cut back.  Staples such as beans, macaroni, rice, peanut butter, canned meats, canned 
fruits and vegetables.  Right now children are out of school for the summer, so “food 
friendly” lunch products (such as peanut butter and jelly,  macaroni and cheese, dry milk and 
cereal) are needed.  These items can be placed in the grocery cart in the Gathering Room or 
taken to the Church Office. 
 

Our clients come from various walks of life.  We have those living under the bridges in 
South Bend to professionals who have lost their jobs for various reasons, to those who are 
working and yet because of the economy are struggling to put food on the table.  We are 
here every Tuesday, rain or shine, because people are hungry. 
 

Please remember us when you go to the store.  Even one item helps.  Every Tuesday at 2:00 
p.m. our food has been distributed and we are in need of more food.  It never ends!!  We 
need you and appreciate ALL you do for clients by helping us keep our shelves full. 
 

Sue Church, Chair of Missions for FUMC 
Karen Anderson, Director of the Food Pantry 
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Worship, Leeper Park  
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m.  

 
 

Worship Schedule 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

7:00 a.m. - Noon 
12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: 7:00 a.m. - Noon 
Phone:  (574) 233-9463 
Fax:  (574) 233-9478 

 

      Mary L. Hubbard 
   Senior Pastor 

      Robert Lewis 
   Associate Pastor 
Marsha Dollar 
   Administrative Assistant 
Wishart Bell 
   Director of Music 
 T.B.A. 
   Organist 
Lou Anne Wilson 
   Financial Manager 
David Frey 
   Coordinator of Youth Ministries 
Ben Noell 
   Building Manager 
John Jung-Zimmerman 
   Upper Room Director 

First Staff 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED  
FIRST CHURCH IN YOUR 

WILL? 

MEASURING OUR SOULS 
 

Jesus said more about money than the cataclysmic event that will 
overshadow all of history - his personal return. Why? He wanted to 
teach us that how we think about money is a very tangible way to 
measure our spirituality, i.e., our personal relationship to God as well 
as to one another. 
 
Subconscious - yea, conscious - preoccupation with things financial 
that drives people in a mad scramble to hang on to an affluent        
lifestyle cries out for pastors and people who will dwell on - teach, 
think, discuss, and implement - a theology of money. 
 
Faith, hope, and love will never be displaced as the core of Christian 
teaching.  And money will never be displaced as a means of        
measuring our souls to see if those forces are really at work. 
 
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 

 [Leadership, Paul D. Robbins] 

Sign up your child, grandchild, 
neighbor, whoever may be interested in 
a unique week of KIDS' PRAISE    
MUSICAL CAMP (Aug. 1-7). This 
year's theme will share stories and     
experiences of those who have served in 

various ways plus challenge us all to live each day being the hands 
and feet of Christ! A unique twist this year will be the addition of a 
small instrumental ensemble and the song, "I Love You, Lord" shared 
through the music of a Kids' Praise Choir Chime Bell Choir! KOOEL. 
 
You can find our "Registration Form" on First Church's website! Go 
to www.FirstUMCsb.org and click on the KIDS' PRAISE LOGO. On 
this page you will find places to click and view or print, like the Kids' 
Praise brochures, Kids' Praise Business Cards, Registration Form, 
History of Kids' Praise and even a few pictures from last year's Kids' 
Praise.  
 
P.S. HELP NEEDED:  College Students or Adults. Interested in 
helping out with the Craft Time during our Kids Praise Mornings? 
Please Call Diana Green for more info at 289-1058. Thanks:)  

REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW  
UNDERWAY!!!!!! 



First Word Page  3 

EDUCATION COMMISSION PLANS FOR FALL 
 

Sept. 11: 10:00 a.m. is the opening of Fall SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 
  LEADERS AND CLASSES: 
 

  Nursery - First floor - Kathy Johnson and Darlene Wiley 
  Pre-School - First  floor - (Teacher needed) 
  Promised Land - Second Floor (for children of elementary school age) 
   Leaders and teachers to be announced—Could you help? 
  Youth - Grades 7 through 12 - Meet in Youth Room - David Frey & Tom Byers
  Adult classes: 
   - This and That - Second Floor - Dave & Holly Easterbrook 
   - Merrimates - Second Floor - Noel & Ruth Yarger 
   - Bible Study of Acts - Room 23 (Second floor) - Doc Rushing 
   - Potpourri - Parlor - First Floor - Flowers Jenkins and Stew & Sue Church 
 
 

Sept. 11: Following the 11:00 Worship Service is an ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
  This is a time of fellowship planned for all the church.  Enjoy the various kinds  
  of  ice cream, along with good home made cookies.  Most of all meet with your 
  friends and others whom you may not know. 
 
 

October and November: A short term bible Study of the Old Testament 
      

This eight week study will be especially valuable for our new members and others who have 
never taken a survey course of the Old Testament.  A course for the New Testament will be  
offered late in February, March, and a part of April.  Each study includes a book of                
information, Bible readings and two video segments which are shown during class.  The class 
will last 1-1/2 hours and the time will be set by the participants. 
 

The leaders of each class or group will be willing to share more details with you.  Sunday 
School is a time to learn, to meet new friends, to share in Christian fellowship and to develop 
your spiritual lives. 
 

If you know children or youth who do not have a church home, we encourage you to invite 
them to our church.  Please call Kathy Johnson (287-1314) for children in the nursery or pre-
school, Pauline Medhurst (277-2726) for elementary aged children and Cathy Johnson       
(247-1508) for 7th to 12th grade youth so that each visitor may be graciously welcomed. 
 

If you have any other ideas for building our Sunday School and educational program, please 
call Pauline Medhurst, Education Committee Chair (277-2726) or any other committee    
member.  We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month and we will be happy to discuss your 
idea together. 
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PRAYER LIST 
 

Following is a prayer list.  Please remember to include these people in your regular prayers: 
 

   Chris Dooley (Dolly Slack’s Grandson) - Deployed to Afghanistan 
    Elijah Jones - In military service              Peggy Soderberg - Health concerns 
   Michael Pershell - In military service                         Marilyn Prue - Health concerns              
   Stephen Gramza - In military service                     Carol Goodhew - Health concerns 
   Jonathan Mayers - In military service                                     Will Johnston - Health concerns 
 Jeremy Martin - Special needs                  David Case - Health concerns 
    Dylan Mayers - Family concern    Betty J. Byers - Health concerns    
    Nadine Corse - Health concerns    Mary Jo Beemer - Health concerns 
 Ron Florey -  Health concerns     Mary Lou Gordon - Health concerns  
 Dan Perry (Betty  Haines’ Brother) - Health concerns  James Pennington -  Health concerns  
   Ann Lane - Health concerns  
       

Also remember to pray for our members in long-term care, assisted living, and independent living: 
 

 Martha Abernethy       Betty Byers        Mary Jo Beemer    Mary Etta Rees  
 Ruth Garen        Virginia O’Hair        Rich Daniels  JoAnn Ballard  
 Clem Gramza        Hannah Messersmith      Jo Perkey                              Betty Barnes 
 Hugh & Lois Warren       Marian Wilson       Jim Borden   Thair Best  
             Melvena Stenger       Betty Fisk        Jeanette Koehler  Margaret Wickizer 
                       

Additionally pray for:  
 

 Our Bishop Mike    Our Church   Our Pastor Mary 
 Our District Superintendent, Cindy            Our Church Staff  

UNITED METHODIST MEN’S (UMM) 
ANNUAL ALL CHURCH STEAK & CORN ROAST 

Wednesday, August 17 @ 6:00 p.m. 
RAIN OR SHINE 

In the barn at  
Vern & Marty Casteel’s  

  62511 Locust Road 
South Bend 

 

Please bring a dish to share  
and your own table setting. 

 
Donations will go to UMM projects. 

RSVP by Sunday, August 14 to: 
 

Flowers Jenkins (269) 684-5873 
 

Vern Casteel (574) 299-8349 
 

Church Office (574) 233-9463 
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JUNE 2011 MISSION TALLIES 
 

Food Pantry:  For the month of June, the Food Pantry served 407 families,  
   representing 1,854 individuals.  29.31% of those served were new for the 
   month of June.  On June 28 alone, we served 155 households,               
   representing 616 individuals and 42.4% of them were new.   
 

Soup Kitchen: 1,172 people were served and 865 carry-out bags were given away for a  
   total of 4,181 cups of soup given out in June.    
 

Upper Room: 19 residents at the end of May (17 men and 2 women). 

NEEDED 
 

The Upper Room is in need of some household furnishings.  As you know, we have recently 
remodeled the whole Upper Room area and it is so much nicer than it used to be.  As part of 
that process we eliminated some of the furniture that was in really bad shape.  Therefore we 
are in need of several items to replace them.  The catch is we really need to keep it looking 
nice and tidy, so please only donate lightly used, good looking, and sturdy items.  We know 
you want to keep the furnishings as nice as the living space itself! 
 

If you have any of the following items that are in good shape and that you are willing to   
donate, please contact Doug at 233-9465 or 904-3713.  Also contact Doug if you have any 
questions or if you have other items you’d like to donate. 
 

Twin size beds    Night stands    Lamps 
Twin size mattresses   Small desks     Desk chairs 
5x5/8x8 area rugs    Armoires     Linens 
Full size couch    Pillows     Towels 



The First Word is published bi-monthly by: 
 

First United Methodist Church 
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Phone: 574-233-9463 
Fax: 574-233-9478 

 

Check out the website:    
    www.firstumcsb.org 
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A GREETING FROM  
THE CELTIC MUSICIANS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A family of Irish birth will argue and fight, 
but let a shout come from without, 

and see them all unite. 
 
 

Join us for Worship at Leeper Park 
 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and hear the  

Celtic Musicians play. 

 

 
 
 
 

The People of  
The United Methodist Church 

 
· Help people in their community  

· Accept you for who you are  

· Offer a place to belong  

· Care for and support each other  

· Show respect for other religions  

· Support people facing difficulty  

· Welcome diverse opinions and beliefs  

· Guide others to find deeper meaning 

� 


